
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, January 4, 2012  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
In the absence of Chairman Fontana who was attending another meeting, Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo 
chaired the meeting and called it to order at 6:35 p.m. in the Parks and Recreation office of Town Hall, 75 
Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners David Kanute, Joseph LaPorte and Joanne D. 
Palmieri; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael 
Manware. 
Excused:  Chairman John Fontana 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the Minutes of the 
December 7, 2011 as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
VISITORS:  
A.  Ans Swanson and Tommy Poitras – Southington Soccer.    Mrs. Swanson of the Southington Soccer 
Club introduced Tommy Poitras who was familiar with most of the board members.  She was in support 
of the soccer camp Mr. Poitras would like to have, which he has had for the past 16 years, but with the 
new rules they were coming before the board to ask for approval.  Mr. Poitras gave a brief summary of his 
extensive background in soccer.  He is now the head coach for the men’s team at the University of 
Hartford.  After several moves around the country, he is moving back to Southington.  He is seeking 
permission to have a soccer camp probably during the last week in June (depending on weather, school, 
etc.).  It would be for five days.  The charge would be $150 per person.  Age group 5 to 15 years.  The last 
8 to 10 years they have had 40 to 60 kids but he sees the potential to grow that number.   
 
While no one had a problem with allowing the camp to take place, Vice Chairman Fasulo stated that all 
persons wishing to host a camp must submit at least a budget and a narrative regarding the camp.  Mr. 
Poitras had presented a copy of last year’s brochure and it was suggested that it could be attached to his 
request letter for the file.  Motion was made by Commissioner Palmieri, seconded by Commissioner 
Kanute to approve the soccer camp suggested by Mr. Poitras pending submission of the requested 
information and the usual certificate of insurance.  Motion carried.  Mr. Lapreay asked Mr. Poitras to give 
him a call when he has the exact dates for the camp and he would reserve the space. 
 
Mrs. Swanson stated that the Soccer Club is in negotiations with a professional coaching firm and they 
might also wish to have a camp in town during the week of August 13-17.  The camps keep kids in shape 
in the summertime and would help to keep up their level of competition.   
 
Mrs. Swanson also urged the board to discourage other groups who may wish to have soccer camps in 
town.  Commissioner LaPorte did not feel the board could make it exclusive.  He also stated that if 
another group planned to have a different age group, say high school students, it would provide additional 
education for kids, whether or not they were for-profit groups.  All are reviewed on a case by case basis.   
 
Mrs. Swanson gave some information on the second soccer camp proposed to be held in August.  It 
would be half day sessions from 9 to 12, age group 5 to 19 but usually 16-19 year olds do not apply.  It is 
open to others but is geared to Southington players.  Commissioners had no problem with Mrs. Swanson 
pursuing the camp during her negotiations and was asked to submit the application when it is settled. 
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COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reviewed the written report.  The last dance had a slight loss.  There were 199 kids and they 
usually have 225.  The ice rink is installed at Memorial Park.  Mike Manware will discuss in his report.  
The rink was funded from the reimbursable account and they will pay us back.  As far as Mr. Lapreay 
knew, at least $2,000 was already paid in.  Commissioner LaPorte asked that a letter be sent to Mike 
Domian and his group to thank them for all their work in making this possible. 
 
Mr. Lapreay said that programs can now be registered online.  People are starting to take advantage of 
that.  He would like to get online payment also.  He will speak to Leslie Cotton regarding how to go about 
it since other departments offer online payments. 
 
The department survey is online and on Facebook.  They’ve received about 80 so far, and 10 to 15 are 
coming in each day.  There are also copies on the counter and upstairs in the town hall.  He will look into 
mailing some out.  It was also suggested that an invitation to complete the survey be placed in the papers. 
 
Regarding the letter to the leagues requesting audits, Mr. Lapreay spoke with the Town Manager and with 
Emilia Portelinha.  A full audit is not required and they can be expensive.  Emilia will get back to Dave 
with what can be submitted, basically a review by a CPA of their financial statements. 
 
The Blue Ribbon Parks Committee had their first meeting.  They invited the leagues to the January 18th 
meeting to give their input on certain things.  Mr. Lapreay mailed the questionnaire created by the group.  
Commissioner Kanute said he may attend the meeting to talk about the overtime bill for janitorial services 
that his wrestling group had to pay in October.  In response to a question, Mr. Lapreay believed that the 
financial reports from the leagues would probably be due each year during budget time. 
 
Mr. Lapreay said at the next meeting under Old Business he would like to talk about fees, such as for the 
pavilion.  We need to get going on that.  It has come up in discussions in the past but no decisions have 
been made.  Jim Gura called today about another issue at the Dog Park.  No report was made and the 
warden was not called.  He asked if we would still be on board with their calling the office (while 
someone is here) if there is a problem and we would in turn call the dog warden.  Everyone agreed to 
keep the same plan.  Commissioner Kanute noted that Mr. Gura spoke with him about the hard time the 
Eagle Scout is having getting town approvals for the platform at the dog park; it is a fiasco. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Palmieri, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Michael Manware gave his report.  The old goal posts were taken down and then the new ones were put 
in using a scissor lift.  Extensive stump grinding has been done.  The leaf program is pretty much done.  
Because there was no snow they were able to do some of the open space areas this year.  Holiday lights 
were maintained.  Day lily transplanting along the trail was done; it should lower maintenance such as 
weed whacking.  LED lights were installed on the decorative lampposts downtown. 
 
Mr. Manware said the leaf sweeper is in bad shape.  It has had work done on it as much as possible but it 
needs to be addressed.  The board asked if he would be requesting one in the budget.  Mr. Manware said 
he believes Steve Wlodkowski would like to get a large piece of equipment that can be used with different 
attachments.  He spoke about problems with the lampposts on the Town Green.  They were fitted with 
induction lights but now there are spaces where the lamps were cut to fit the new bulbs.  The globes do 
not fit properly and become loose in the wind.  They lost five or six globes already because they blew off.  
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Mr. Manware is looking at ways to resolve the problem.  He is also getting prices for the fixtures. 
 
Speaking of the ice rink, Mr. Manware said they did not have all the volunteers that were expected.  Two 
guys from Parks were there during the installation to see how it was done.  He knew nothing about 
moving the rink; apparently it was moved due to the pitch and now it is partially on the football field 
which was not the original plan.  The rink is pitched 2-3” on the east side and about a foot or more on the 
west side. 
 
There was some discussion about going back to use the pond for skating.  The cost to dredge the pond is 
about $10,000 and no installation or maintenance is required.  At least 6” of ice is required before skating 
could be allowed. 
 
Commissioner Fasulo asked what kind of maintenance, if any, is done at Crescent Lake now that we don’t 
have the monitors who used to do things there.  Mr. Manware responded that when they have the 
manpower and time they clear the trails, clear garbage, etc. like other open space areas.  Commissioner 
Fasulo said he received a call about the bad condition of the trails.  Mr. Manware did say that they have 
not been there since the last storm but it is on the list of things to do when they have the time. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Palmieri.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  Drive-In.  Commissioner LaPorte reported that he will meet with Mike 
Manware and Steve Wlodkowski at the drive-in to see what has to be done including handicap access.  
The chips from the storm were put into a huge pile so we lost our soil surface to the chips.  We have a 
contract with the company to restore the area to the way it was before.  Commissioner Fasulo was 
concerned that there wouldn’t be any grass in time for the drive-in movies.  Some discussion followed on 
what they could possibly do; not much choice. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Palmieri, seconded by 
Commissioner Kanute and carried unanimously at 7:30 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


